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AMENDMENT AND REPLY UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.111 



Dear Sir: 



Responsive to the Office Action of February 26, 2002^£piJlTcants elect the Claims of Group 
I, nam ely Claims 1 , 3 andj^ . Accordingly, Please cane€I claims 2. 4 and < 6 while reserving the right 
to assert these cancelled claims in one or more subsequently filed divisional patent applications. 

Pursuant to the requirement to "elect a single disclosed species for prosecution on the 
merits", Applicants elect the species wherein the organic sulfide chelating agent is "polymeric 
dithiocarbamates". Claims 1, 3 and 5 all read on this single disclosed species. 
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CONCLUSION 

Applicants have herein elected a Group of Claims, and within that group have elected a 
single species of Organic Sulfide Chelating Agent, for purposes of Examination. Applicants submit 
the claims are in condition for Allowance and respectfully request that a Notice of Allowance be sent 
at the Examiner's earliest convenience. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Reg. No. 33,655 
Patent & Licensing Department 
Ondeo Nalco Company 
Ondeo Nalco Center 



Naperville, Illinois 60563-1 198 Tq ^ ^3? 

7 ?oo 



(630) 305-1423 
Date 



2 



